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The Constitutional Conventional Debates- The Slave Trade
In 1787 congress decided that a convention should be held to revise the articles of confederation. When the delegates met in May that year in Philadelphia, three issues were discussed. They included representation in the congress, formation of an executive branch, and slavery. Studying the discussion around slavery, we can gather several facts about the nature of the new nation. We learn about the different economic activities of the states. Most of the southern states depended on agriculture as the primary driver of their economy. That is why states such as South Carolina and Georgia disputed any attempt to allow congress to tax agricultural products. They also wanted congress not to make any regulation that would outlaw the importation of slaves.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The different persuasions of morality between the states are also laid bare in the convention. Some delegates saw the slave trade as evil and akin to inviting heaven's judgment upon the land. George Mason of Virginia, a state that had put restrictions on human trafficking, compared slave owners with tyrants, referring to them as petty tyrants. Martin of Maryland also saw forbidding the congress to ban the trade as contrary to the spirit of revolution and America's character. Those supporting claimed that over half of the world's population have been slaves and therefore did not concur with those opposing the trade. They also looked at what they stood to lose as their large farms depended on slaves for labor.  We can also learn that the states were polarized and did not have many things in common. That was the reason for the compromises that they made. For instance, the delegates agreed that the congress would not enact legislation prohibiting the slave trade until 1808. After the delegates opposed the slave trade, they realized it would be impossible for states to come together if they stood their ground.
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